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“ The camera is an instrument that teaches people 
how to see without a camera.” – Dorothea Lange
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“ The camera is an 
instrument that teaches 
people how to see without 
a camera.” – Dorothea Lange

Have you ever looked at photographs of areas 
you know well and seen something new? 
One of the biggest strengths of great photographers is that they let 
people see the familiar with fresh eyes.

I find it inspiring to be shown a detail of something I am familiar which I 
hadn’t seen before. This is why observation and being able to be an 
observer before you are a photographer, is so important.

I use four stages to produce great photographs: 

Visualising the final image, shooting it, post-processing it and, finally, 
viewing the result. 

Underlying all of this is the ability to observe; to look and really see what 
is there.

Most people don’t do this. They look but don’t see. Most people look at 
what’s directly ahead of them and rarely stop to look at things in detail.

As observers, we learn to stop and take a good look at what is around us. 
This empowers us as creative photographers to show things in ways that 
others won’t.

This month I encourage you to stop and take a look at what is going on 
around you. 

As always, you’re very welcome to share your photos in the 
Creative Photography Facebook group, or send them to me for 
inclusion in a future issue of  ‘Inspiration’.

Enjoy this months’ helping of Inspiration!

graham@CreativePhotographyAcademy.com
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“ Spotted Harrier photographed at a local 
quarry with a few like-minded friends, this 
has to be the best pic of a spotted harrier in 
my collection, shot with 7D so quality is not 
par but still my favourite pic of Spotted 
harrier to date.”

This month’s photograph is by 
Mickey Mackwan
youtube: @MickeyMackwan

Guest Contribution

Mickey organised my trip to the 
Kanha Nature Reserve in India 
where I had the opportunity to 
photograph tigers. This is one of 
Mickey’s own photographs.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqcC2ifgpIpItHwT5lRNlJg
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What to shoot
The theme this month is to tell the story of the everyday. 
That is to say, what are the everyday stories around you that 
you’ve ignored?

Photo by Graham Elliott

Or the way the light catches a spider’s web.
It might be wildlife, like the squirrel on the front page, or even 
insects, such as this beetle.

It might be a detail in 
a building.

Photo by Graham Elliott

Photo by Graham Elliott
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Or markings suggesting the previous use of a building:

Or the patterns in buildings:

What to shoot (examples) Photo by Graham Elliott

Photo by Graham Elliott

The Challenge
If you’re up for a challenge, take the 14-day challenge, where 
I’ll give you a subject or type of photograph to take every day 
for two weeks. Click here to start.

Learn how to take better photos
If you would like to know more about producing great results 
with your photography you can join my on-demand webinar by 
clicking here.

https://www.creativephotographyacademy.com/14-day-challenge
https://www.creativephotographyacademy.com/us-vsl
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Understanding Exposure part 1
Have you ever taken a photograph 
with the correct camera exposure and 
yet it looks flat?

Modern cameras can produce a very 
accurate exposure, but what they’re exposing 
correctly may not be what you intend. This is 
because most cameras offer several ways of 
exposing what you see through the 
viewfinder. Understanding the differences 
between them can help you to get the right 
exposure for the part of the photograph that 
you’re most interested in.

How the camera sets 
the exposure
Let’s start by looking at how the camera sets 
the ‘correct’ exposure. This varies between 
makes and your camera may not have all the 
modes I’m going to describe. But, whatever 
you’re using, most of these modes will 
correspond to options on your equipment.

I’m going to focus on the terms and modes 
used by Canon on their DSLR cameras (I’m 
using my EOS 5DS as a reference and the 
same modes apply to the EOS 7D and 
other cameras).

1. Evaluative Metering
If you haven’t made any changes to your 
camera settings, then it’s most likely your 
camera is running this mode. The camera 
looks at the frame as a whole (as shown in 
the diagram) and sets the best overall 
exposure. This is usually fine for general 
photography (including backlit subjects).

2. Partial Metering
This is where things get more specific. Partial 
metering in Canon cameras uses a much 
smaller area of the viewfinder area, typically 
6-10%. This allows you to shoot a subject 
where the background is very bright. Or you 
can use it where you want to expose for a 
highlight. The rest of the scene is ignored 
and only the area in the centre of the 
viewfinder is used.

3. Spot Metering
This is much the same as Partial Metering but 
now the camera only exposes for the very 
centre of the frame. Typically 1-3% of the area 
of the viewfinder.

4.  Centre-Weighted 
Average Metering

This mode is a combination of Partial and 
Evaluative metering. The central area of the 
viewfinder is given priority, as the name 
implies, then the average of the entire scene 
is considered.

Which is best?
Which mode is best for you will depend 
upon the situation and what you like to 
shoot. I tend to use spot metering as I find 
that gives me the results I like, but this might 
not be true for you. As with other aspects of 

1–Evaluative 2–Partial 3–Spot 4–Centre-Weighted Average
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photography, the best thing to do is to 
experiment with the different modes and get 
familiar with them.

Once you are familiar with the exposure 
options on your camera and the kind of 
results you can expect, you’ll find it much 
easier to get the kind of results you love.

What happens if your subject 
isn’t in the centre of the frame?
If you look at your camera you should find a 
button known as AE Lock (this is the Canon 
description). Correct exposure (on these 
cameras) uses the area in the centre of the 
viewfinder. But, if you want a different 
composition, it’s quite easy to keep the 
correct exposure.

Simply put your subject in the centre of the 
viewfinder to get the correct exposure and 
press the AE Lock button. You might need to 
press the shutter button halfway down to get 
the reading. 

You’ll see a symbol come up in your 
viewfinder to indicate that AE Lock is active. 
Then recompose your shot and take the 
photo.

This technique is also useful if you want to 
take a series of images of the same subject 
over a period of time using the same 
exposure settings. I’m sure you’ll find other 
applications once you start to experiment 
with it.

Exposing for the highlight
The term “exposing for the highlight” is 
another way of ensuring you get the 
exposure you are looking for when shooting 
a subject in conditions that evaluative 
metering might find difficult. These are 
typically situations where you have both 
bright and dark areas.

If your subject is brightly lit, expose for it 
knowing that other areas will be 
underexposed. Alternatively, if your subject is 
in shadow, be aware that the rest of the 
image might be overexposed. The important 
thing is to get the correct exposure for your 
subject. This is where spot and partial 
metering can be very useful.

Next month we look at the more creative 
aspects of exposure control on your camera.

For more tips and insights, you’re 
welcome to join our on-demand 
webinar. It’s available whenever you are, 
so just click here to join.

https://www.creativephotographyacademy.com/us-vsl
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What is White Balance?
If you started your photography with 
film cameras, White Balance may be 
one of those things you’ve ignored or 
simply let the camera take care of.
On the one hand, that’s not an unrealistic 
approach. Most cameras will automatically 
adjust white balance to produce a natural-
looking result. However, you might find that 
now and again, you get results with an odd 
hue or where the colours don’t look right. 
This is where having a basic understanding of 
white balance can be useful.
White balance is simply a way of making sure 
that white areas in the photograph look 
white and, by extension, if the white areas 
look white the other colours will look natural 
too. So why does the colour look wrong 
sometimes?
The first thing to remember is that our optical 
system (our eyes and brain) automatically 
compensates for the type of light we are in. 
What we see isn’t necessarily what the 
camera sees as the camera is much less 
sophisticated.
For example, you may have noticed that skin 
tones look different depending upon the 

light source you’re using. Photographing 
someone in bright sunshine might give a 
natural look but photographing that same 
person under fluorescent lighting gives a 
different result.
This comes down to the temperature of the 
light source you’re using. 
Light temperature is defined in Kelvin; Kelvin 
uses degrees Celsius and starts at Absolute 
Zero,  minus 273 degrees Celsius. 
If this is starting to sound technical, there’s a 
simple way of thinking about it for 
our purposes. Here’s a rough guide to colour 
temperature (in Kelvin):

If you want to test this yourself you may find 
that your camera allows you to enter a 
particular temperature for white balance. 
Or you might be able to choose from a series 
of presets. These might include Daylight, 
Shade, White fluorescent light, and 
Tungsten light.
The thing to do is to look for the White 
Balance setting. This might be a button on 
the camera itself (usually marker as “WB”), on 
your setup screen (possibly “AWB” for 
Automatic White Balance) and most certainly 
in one of the menu pages.

Colour Temperature Light Source

1000-2000 K  Candlelight

2500-3500 K Tungsten Lighting

3000-4000 K Sunrise and Sunset (clear sky)

4000-5000 K Fluorescent Lamps

5000-5500 K Electronic Flash

5000-6500 K Daylight with Clear Sky (sun overhead)

6500-8000 K Cloudy sky and Shade

9000-10000 K Heavily Overcast and Night Sky

Light temperature is defined in Kelvin; Kelvin uses degrees Celsius and starts at Absolute Zero: -2730 C 
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If you use a custom mode (on Canon for 
example) you may need to specify the Kelvin 
range. So this is why I’ve provided the 
temperature ranges for certain types 
of lighting.

Here are some examples.
These three photographs were taken in 
normal daylight where the colour 
temperature is in the range of 5,000 to 6,500K 
(the subject was illuminated by natural 
daylight on three sides).

Conclusion
So, do you need to think about 
white balance? 
My answer to that is, for most of the 
photography you do (unless you’re doing 
something very niche) probably not. 
However, if you do notice that the colours in 
your photographs look wrong, or you have a 
hue, look at your white balance settings and 
think about compensating for them.

Many post-processing packages allow you to 
vary the temperature of the image and this is 
a good backup solution.

Auto White Balance setting Tungsten lighting setting Heavily Overcast and Night Sky setting

This was shot using Automatic White Balance 
on the camera.

This picture was shot in natural sunlight at a 
setting of 2,500K. Notice the blue (cold) tone.

This is the same image but shot at 10,000K. 
Notice how it is much ‘warmer’. 

Learn to take better photos
If you would like to know more about 
producing great results with your 
photography you can join my on-
demand webinar by clicking here.

https://www.creativephotographyacademy.com/us-vsl
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Smart Phone Photography – Exposure & White Balance options
With this issue’s feature articles being 
all about Exposure and White Balance, 
I thought it appropriate to cover these 
two topics and how they are handled 
on various SmartPhones.

Exposure Controls on iPhone
In the standard iPhone Camera app you are 
given some very basic controls, one of which 
is clicking on the screen to determine the 
point of focus. This displays as a yellow 
square, with a “sun” icon to the right. 

It’s this Sun icon that gives you control of the 
exposure. While this icon is on screen, simply 
slide your finger up – to make the image 
brighter – or down – to make it darker.

Exposure Controls on Android
On the more recent versions of Android, a 
very similar method featuring a white circle 
for focus and the Sun icon underneath.

It’s this Sun icon that gives you control of the 
exposure. While this icon is on screen, simply 
slide your finger right – to make the image 
brighter – or left – to make it darker.

Tapping on the screen will reveal the exposure controls on an iPhone

Tapping on the screen will reveal the exposure controls on most 
Anroid phones using recent updates

Controlling/adjusing the 
White Balance
Previously on iPhones, there wasn’t any 
option to control the white balance, 
however, on the latest camera app in 
iOS 15, a new feature called “looks” will 
let you take “warmer” or “cooler” images. 
On Samsung phones the “Pro” mode 
does give you access to the 
White Balance.
The Adobe Lightroom Camera app 
available for free on iPhones and 
Android phones also gives you access 
to White Balance controls.
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Upcoming events Upcoming CPA courses
PhotoTalks
I hope you’ve enjoyed the five PhotoTalks this year. PhotoTalks will be 
taking a break until the new year and I would like to thank 
Shane Rozario, Sam Falconer, Connie Gurzeni and Colin Wynter Seton for 
preparing and delivering the talks this year.

Webinars
I am in the process of changing the way webinars are presented.  
I will be changing them from live events to on-demand recordings.
There are a couple of reasons for this:
• People from around the world have been attending my webinars 

over the last few months and it is impossible to set times for live 
events that suit everyone.

• My internet connection suffers from stability issues because of 
where I live. Locating the recordings on an external platform allows 
will improve their quality.

I will be sending information about available webinars to my mailing 
list and they will also appear on the events page of the website.

Video Blog
Short video blogs run from one to five minutes. They give quick hints 
and tips to help your photography. See them here.

Podcasts
If you’d rather get your inspiration while driving home or walking the 
dog, podcasts might be for you. They run from 20 to 30 minutes and 
go out every Wednesday. They focus more on behind the scenes 
information and stories. You can find them here.

CPA courses are intended to help you to start producing images 
you’re proud of as soon as possible. They assume no prior knowledge 
and take things in easily digested blocks that you can repeat as often 
as you need.

Smartphone
Ultimate Smartphone Photography is for you if you want to get more 
from your Smartphone. Almost everyone has one but I’m sure there 
are a few things it will do that are new to you.
Find out more about the course here:  
Ultimate Smartphone Photography

DSLR and Mirrorless
If you’re new to photography or haven’t picked up a camera in years, 
the technical side can be quite daunting. Or it may be that you use 
your camera regularly but there are still gaps in your knowledge.
The good news is that this course is designed to teach you what you 
need to know to quickly start taking images you love.
The course is divided into technical and creative modules with lots of 
hands-on activities.
The only way to learn photography is to do it, so there are plenty of 
activities and projects you can do along the way to cement your 
understanding of each topic discussed.
Find out more about the course by clicking this link:
Discovering DSLR & Mirrorless Photography
Or you can experience the first module by clicking here

https://www.creativephotographyacademy.com/events
https://www.creativephotographyacademy.com/blog
https://www.creativephotographyacademy.com/podcast
https://www.creativephotographyacademy.com/ultimate-smartphone-photography
https://www.creativephotographyacademy.com/discoveringdslr
https://vimeo.com/481982043/39d5f10a60
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Fine Art Prints

I believe that connecting with wildlife is a great way to step back 
from life’s day-to-day troubles. So, I plan on getting a little wildlife into 
everyone’s home without ruining the carpets!
More seriously, my fine art prints allow you to reconnect with nature 
whenever you need to. Personally, I find that when I get very stressed, 
the best thing that I can do is to reconnect with nature.
Sometimes that simply means going for a walk, but I have always 
enjoyed looking at photographs of animals and wild areas. They may 
be places I’ve already visited and bring back memories. Or they may 
be places I plan to visit. Either way, it’s a great way to step back 
and breathe.
The WILD Planet fine art collection comprises 75 images in three 
smaller collections.
You can download the new Wild Planet Catalogue here.
Or go directly to the online store by clicking here.

At least 10% of the proceeds from print sales will go to EHRA in 
Nambia and HalfCut in Australia. 
Click on the logos below to visit their respective websites and find 
out more about what they do.
EHRA has some great resources if you want to learn more about the 
local population of African desert elephants.
EHRA’s “Conserving Namibia’s endangered desert elephant 
population” project has applied for funding from the European 
Outdoor Conservation Association. Although voting is now closed, 
you can find out more by clicking here.

Graham Elliott Photography is a HalfCut Alliance contributor.

“It seems to me that the natural world is the 
greatest source of excitement; the greatest source 
of visual beauty; the greatest source of intellectual 
interest. It is the greatest source of so much in life 
that makes life worth living.” – Sir David Attenborough

https://6e1cede5-4233-461d-86b1-07ecf470ecde.usrfiles.com/ugd/6e1ced_94879eaf58364f8b8323c04f49d62e53.pdf
https://www.gephotography.online
https://www.eocaconservation.org/project-voting-category.cfm?catid=3
https://www.ehranamibia.org
https://www.halfcut.org
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I’ve called this photograph “Reflection”. Not the most imaginative title 
but this solitary elephant was grazing next to a small river in 
Zimbabwe, close to Victoria Falls.
I came across it on my first working day at the Nakavango 
Conservation Programme where I was volunteering. We were on an 
orientation drive in the reserve and pulled over next to the river. 
The elephant was slowly walking up and down the river eating leaves 
and small branches and taking a drink of water now and again with 
its trunk. Because of the distance between us the elephant didn’t take 
any notice of us. We were able to just sit and watch it for ten minutes 
or so before we moved on.

Reflections are a great compositional element to employ in photos 
and I was lucky with how this photograph came together.
Did you know that elephants are the only mammal that can’t jump?
They are also a keystone species. That means that they are integral to 
their environment and their presence, or absence, affects the local 
flora and fauna. Elephant species are endangered but there can be 
local overpopulations and this can cause problems for other species 
in the area.
Elephants move freely across the borders in this area, which includes 
Zimbabwe, Zambia and Botswana. They are even seen walking down 
the high street in the town of Victoria Falls sometimes.
Shot on a Canon EOS 5DS with an EF 100-400mm lens (mark I).
You can find out more and order a print of this photograph here

An image from the collections

Photo by Graham Elliott
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The Back page credits

The image on the front cover was taken at my home in South West 
France. As I work from home I often look out the window and see 
things going on. Birds are the most common visitors but squirrels 
show up too. In fact, while I was recording one of the videos for my 
Smartphone course, I looked up to see a squirrel looking in through 
the window at me. The point is that there may be more than you 
think in the area where you live.
Thanks to Colin Seton for his Smart Phone Photography article.
You can view more of his photographs via his instagram account.

What can you shoot locally?
If you have any ideas, or if there is something specific you would like 
to see in a future issue, don’t keep it to yourself!
Contact me at: graham@ge.photography
If you’re not familiar with the Creative Photography Academy, please 
visit the website or check out our VIDEO.
Inspiration will be with you on the first Tuesday of each Month. 
Kick back and be inspired!

www.CreativePhotographyAcademy.com
The Creative Photography Academy is part of 
Graham Elliott Photography
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“ The camera is an instrument that teaches people 
how to see without a camera.” – Dorothea Lange

Photo by Graham Elliott

http://instagram.com/colin.wynter.seton
mailto:graham%40ge.photography?subject=Inspiration%20Magazine%20November%202021
https://vimeo.com/529757411
http://www.CreativePhotographyAcademy.com
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